
COMPOST: Organic residues, or a mixture of organic residues and soil, which have been 
piled, moistened, and allowed to undergo biological decomposition for use as a fertilizer.

Source: Agriculture Fact Book, USDA

CONTAINERS: Container gardening or pot gardening is the practice of growing plants, 
including edible plants, exclusively in containers instead of planting them in the ground. A 
container in gardening is a small, enclosed and usually portable object used for displaying 
live flowers or plants. It may take the form of a pot, box, tub, basket, tin, barrel or hanging 
basket.

Source: Wikipedia

CONTOUR BUND: earthen walls built across a slope (along the contours) to act as a 
barrier to runoff are called contour bunds. These are suitable for shallow slopes (2-5 
percent) and are frequently used in conjunction with contour plantation. Contour bunds 
help in reducing soil erosion and increasing water retention capacity of the soil. There is 
evidence from many countries of improved crop yields and reduced erosion following 
contour bunding. In Fanya Jun, Kenya, contour bunds have improved the yield of maize 
and beans by some 50-60 percent. In Ethiopia a study of the impact of contour bunds 
showed that crop yield in fields with contour bunds was 30-40 percent higher than the 
fields without contour bunds (Jules N. Pretty). 

Source: FAO: http://www.fao.org/3/ad083e/ad083e07.htm

EXCHANGE BASES: Base saturation is defined as the percentage of the soil exchange 
sites (CEC) occupied by basic cations, such as potassium (K), magnesium (Mg), calcium 
(Ca), and sodium (Na). The base saturation percentages are calculated for each cation 
then added up to determine base saturation.

Source: www.agsourcelaboratories.com

INFILTRATION/PERCOLATION: The movement of water into the soil through pores or 
other openings, connoting flow into a soil in contradistinction to the word percolation 
which connotes flow through a soil.

Source: Schwarz, Charles F.; Thor, Edward C.; Elsner, Gary H. 1976. Wildland planning glossary. 
Gen. Tech. Rep. PSW-13. Berkeley, Calif.: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific 
Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station

MODULE I - GLOSSARY



KHURPI: A khurpa is a short handled cutting tool with a flat blade used for digging soil 
and weeding in small gardens or vegetable farms. It is commonly use in small farms or in 
ridges or rows of vegetables to hoeing or earth up the weeds.

Source: Wikipedia 

LOAM: it is soil composed mostly of sand, silt, and a smaller amount of clay. By weight, its 
mineral composition is about 40–40–20% concentration of sand–silt–clay, respectively.
Manure: Generally, the refuse from stables and barnyards including both animal excreta 
and straw or other litter. 

Source: Agriculture Terms & Definitions University of Maryland

MULCH: (verb) Application of a covering (bulk, film or fabric) to the soil surface of a row 
of plants. (noun) Any product so applied. Common mulches include straw, sawdust and 
polyethylene film. Mulches are most commonly used to control weeds but can also modify 
soil temperature and can reduce water loss due to reduction evaporation from the soil 
surface. Film mulches are commonly used in solarization, fumigation and bio fumigation. 

Source
“Mulch”. Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia. 6 February 2015. Web. November 2010.http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mulch

ON SOIL GARDEN: is a plot of fenced land, mostly adjacent to the house, from which, as 
a result of soil tillage, made by hand or by machines, fruit, vegetables, shrubs, flowers and 
ornamental plants are grown.

Source: Nicola Michelon – Research fellow Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences University 
of Bologna

pH:  A scale of measurement by which the acidity or alkalinity of soil or water is rated. 
A pH of 5,5 to 7.5 is considered “ideal” for most agricultural crops. Each plant (species-
type), however, has its own “ideal” pH range. 

Source: Agriculture Terms & Definitions University of Maryland

RAISED BED 
Raised bed gardening is a form of gardening in which the soil is formed in beds, which can 
be of any length or shape, but are usually about 1,2 m (3-4 feet) wide. The soil is raised 
above the ground and could be enclosed by a frame made of wood, rock, or concrete 
blocks, and may be enriched with compost.

Source: https://www.maximumyield.com/definition/767/raised-bed-gardening



SILT: is granular material of the soil with a size between sand and clay, whose mineral 
origin is quartz and feldspar. Silt usually has a floury feel when dry, and a slippery feel 
when wet. Silt can be visually observed with a hand lens, exhibiting a sparkly appearance. 

Source: https://tuesl.com/article/Silt

SOILLESS GARDEN: any method of growing plants without the use of soil as a rooting 
medium, in which the inorganic nutrients absorbed by the roots are supplied via the 
irrigated water. The fertilizers containing the nutrients to be supplied to the crop are 
dissolved to the irrigation water at proper concentrations and the resultant solution is 
termed nutrient solution. 

Source: Giorgio Prosdocimi Gianquinto - Professor Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences 
University of Bologna

TERRACE: a terrace s a piece of sloped plane that has been cut into a series of succes-
sively receding flat surfaces or platforms, which resemble steps, for the purposes of 
more effective farming. This type of landscaping is therefore called terracing. Graduated 
terrace steps are commonly used to farm on hilly or mountainous terrain. Terraced fields 
decrease both erosion and surface runoff.

Source: NAL Thesaurus Staff


